of Health, we are doing this internally through the Substances of Concern Reduction Initiative (http://orf.od.nih. gov/EnvironmentalProtection/Pages/ NIH-Substances-of-Concern-ReductionInitiative.aspx), established to support institute purchasing of safer substitutes for chemicals of concern used in our laboratories, clinical centers, maintenance, and buildings. The NIEHS is committed to using its scientific research to support the design, evaluation, and adoption of safer chemicals. The NRC Framework (2014) identified a number of ways in which high-throughput and in silico research on chemical hazards and potential exposures could significantly enhance the alternatives assessment process, filling in important data gaps. Such research can also help in applying 21st-century toxicology to the design of new green chemistry solutions that are more healthful for people and the environment.
Inherent in alternatives assessment is the idea that when we have reasonable evidence that a chemical could be problematic, thoughtful steps are taken to evaluate materials, processes, and technologies to identify a safer substitute. At the NIEHS we look forward to working with the scientific and regulatory communities to help advance this important field.
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